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Homeland security tops DPS
priority list for legislative session

When the 78" Texas L egidature convenes Jan. 14, legidators
will consider several additional funding requestsfrom the Depart-
ment. Topping thelist that DPSisasking legidatorsto consider are
itemsfor homeland defense.

“Welook forward toworking with the L egid atureon DPSfund-
ing for the next biennium,” said Col. ThomasA. DavisJr., DPS
director. “ Our agency facesmany chalenges
inthewar against terrorism, aswell asinour
continuing effortsto protect Texascitizens. |
know theLegidaturewill help usget thetools
weneedtodothejob.”

IncludedintheHomeand Defenserequest
isfundingfor aCounter-Terrorism Bureauand
anIntelligence Call Center, aswell asimplementing recommenda-
tions made by the Blue Ribbon Committee and Governor’s Task
Forceon Homeland Defense.

To copewiththeadditional commercia vehicletraffic caused
by NAFTA, DPShasasked the L egidatureto fund 97 additional
Licenseand Weight positionsand to eventually increasethe FTE
captoinclude 303 federdly funded L& W positionsdong the Texas/
Mexico border.

Other legidativefunding prioritiesfor DPSthissessoninclude:

- Salary for 170 Highway Patrol officersthat will graduate at
theend of thisfiscal year.

- Reengineering driver licensesby rewriting all driver license
softwareand repl acing obsol ete hardware. The reengineering would
asoincorporateadditiona security features—including biometrics—
whichwill makethedriver licenseandidentification documentsmore
veifidble

TheDL Divisonwould createaFraud Investigative Unit to probe

Please see 78th Legislature on page 4
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Dear Fellow Employee,

The Texas L egidlature convenes
January 14th. During their 180-day
stay in Austin, legidatorswill becon-
sidering anumber of subjects, includ-
ing many affecting the Department.
DPS hasasked for $378,078,457 in
fundingfor theagency inthefirst year
of thebiennium and $376,377,768in
the second year.

On arelated topic, we'll soon (if
we haven't already) be receiving
phonecallsfromlegidatorsand their
daffersforinformation onavariety of
subjects. Please be sure to answer
their questionspromptly.

If you need further assistancein
fulfilling alegidator’srequest, please
contact LegidativeLiaisonMichael
K éelley or hisassistant, Janie Smith,
at 512-424-7272.

Asweenter 2003, | wish each of
you a healthy and prosperous new
yedr.

For employeesthat are currently
serving, or who haveafamily mem-
ber whoisserving, inthemilitary, our
sincere appreciation for your service
to our country. | look forward to
working with each of you asweface
themany challengesin 2003.

w/éw,d@w‘)}
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Awards

Troopers Monte Carroll, HP
Lampasas, and Steven Marks, HP
Hamilton, and Sgt. Stephen Bynum,
HP Lampasas, each received
Director’sCitationsfor their actsof
bravery followingtheeventsof May
2,2002. Whileassgtinginthesearch
of amurder suspect who had killed
a Limestone County Deputy, two
other officerswere ambushed. Tr.
JamesJones, HP Goldthwaite, and
L ampasas County Deputy Robert
Montgomery had been shot and
were severely injured. Tr. Carroll
waswith bothmen at thetimeof the
shooting, managedtoradiofor help
and directed Sgt. Bynum and an
Armored Personnel Carrier to the
scene. Using the APC as cover,
Bynum and others rescued the
wounded officers. Meanwhile, at a
different location, Tr. Markshelped
rescueadeputy who had been pinned
down by gunfire. Theshooter even-
tudly killed himsdif.

Updateon Tr. JamesJones

Tr. James Jones, HP
Goldthwaite, continuesto recover
from injuries received during the
ambushinHamilton County. Amaz-
ingly, hereturnedto non-uniformlight
duty in October.

“Hestill hasalong road to re-
covery,” said Sgt. Stephen Bynum,
HPLampasas. “Hiscouragehasd-
ready beenaninspirationtoal of us.
The Department’ scontinued support
will further enhance Tr. Jones' recov-

ery”

Dirk M oor e, Communications
Victoria, received the* NABI Heart
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We want to thank everyone
for their kindness and blessings
during our time of loss and
need. There are no words that
can truly express our gratitude.
Our hearts and spirits have
been lifted by you—our DPS
family.

There are so many of you
who in many ways hel ped our
family so much. e have been
deeply touched.

Our heartfelt thanks to each
and everyone of you. e count
youinour blessings.

The parents of the twins

continue to cope with their
loss. They have recently re-
turned to work and are living
inatemporary residence.

Thank you again for all that
you have done and continue to
do.

God Bless,

Joe and Frankie Thornton

Cindy Beshears*

*(Joe and Frankie are the
grandparents of twinswho died in
an Austin-area fire recently.
Cindy isthetwins' aunt. All three
are DPS employees.)

Award” fromthe Nationa Associa-
tion of Bunco Investigators. The
awardisthehighest honor thegroup
givestoindividuas. Moorerecelved
the award in recognition of hisac-
complishmentsintheinvestigation of
crimind Traveer activitiesintheU.S.
and Canada.

Short Shots

Retirement news

If you know of someonethat is
planning on retiring on January 31,
2003 and being rehired on March
01, 2003, pleaseread thefollowing:

If youretireon January 31, 2003,
you can not berehired before March
3, 2003 or you will not be paid for
your vacation time. Per state law,
an employee who resigns, is dis-
missed, or otherwise separatesfrom
state employment is entitled to be
paid for accrued and unused vaca-
tiontime, aslong asthe employee
has not been reemployed by astate
agency within 30 daysof such sepa-
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ration. Because February only has
28 days, aperson cannot berehired
March 1and meet thisrule. Cal
512-424-7297 for moreinfo.

Quarter Century Club meets

Thenext annua meeting of the
DPSQuarter Century Clubisset for
Friday, April 4,2003 at theRed Lion
Hotel inAudtin.

Pelath completescourse

Lt. John Pelath, Capitol Ser-
vice, recently attended the 108" Ad-
ministrative Officers Course at the
SouthernPolicelndtitutein Louisville,
Kentucky. Thisprogramisdesgned
to assist in the development of po-
liceadminigrativeand command per-
sonnel.
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Mile Markers

Promotions
CLE

Justin Bonner Owen, Lt.,
MVT McAllentoCapt., MVT Aus-
tin.

TLE

Richard Alan Diegelman, Lt.,
HP Amarilloto Capt., HPHouston,
Jeffrey Paul Shipley, Sen. Tr., HP
New Caney to Sgt., Capt. Svc. Aus-
tin; Policarpo Garcia, Jr., Cpl. 1V,
L&W Harlingen to Sgt., L&W
Brownsville; Billy Antonio
Shelton, Sgt., DL Baytownto Sgt.,
L&W Harlingen.

Director’s Staff

Gregory David Bourland,
Sgt., HP Austin to Sgt., Aircraft
Audin.

Retirements

Carolyn SueRyan, Adm. Tech
[, TLE Austin, 22 yrs., 6 mos,;
Dudley Leroy Hooper, Sen. Tr.,
HP Olney, 25yrs., 5mos., 23 days,
Jim Bob Cass, Sen. Tr., L&W
Queen City, 20yrs., 8mos,, 21 days,
Richard Arlen Hall, Adjutant, TLE
Corpus Christi, 23 yrs., 9mos., 25
days;

Robert Thomas Nicholas,
Sen. Tr., L&W Austin, 27 yrs,, 1
mo., 2 days; RonnieLynn Porter,
Sen. Tr., L&W Carthage, 27 yrs., 9
mos., 19 days; Geor ge Olivo, Sgt.,
Narcotics, 30yrs., 2days, Carolyn
Janet Jurk, Records Tech |1, Nar-
coticsAudtin, 6yrs., 5mos,, 28 days,

Robin Hooper Wright, Sen.
Cpl., HPKirbyville, 27 yrs., 1 mo.,
1 day; Joe Lee Crabtree, Adju-
tant, TLE Midland, 10yrs., 4 mos.,
17 days; Edith Johnson Dove,

Adm. Tech. 111, DL Fort Worth, 20
yrs., 4mos., 22 days; Robert Jack
Sims, Sen. Tr., HP Breckenridge, 20
yrs., 4mos., 23 days;

Wanda Ann Lynds, Adm.
Tech. 11, DL Austin, 35yrs., 1 mo.;
Max Eugene Gunn, Sen. Cpl.,
L&W Childress, 32 yrs., 1 mo.;
Larry Dean Donaldson, Sen. Cpl.,
DL WichitaFalls, 33 yrs., 2 mos.,
25 days.

Deaths

Melvin Ray Avery, ret. Lt.,
Narcotics Houston, (March 1969-
Aug. 2001) died November 14,
2002; James S. Moses, ret. Pilot
Investigator, Aircraft Houston, (April
1948-Jan. 1984) died July 30, 2002,
Alvin JamesKlima Jr., Building
Program Adminigtrator Austin, (Oct.
1975-Dec. 2002) died Dec. 9,
2002.

DPS-sponsored car seat clinics scheduled for state'srural areas

DPStrooperswho aretrained and
certified in child passenger safety will
conduct 12 child safety seat clinics
acrossrura Texasin 2002 and 2003.
Duringtheclinics, thetrooperswill in-
spect car seats for safety and edu-
cate parents and caregivers on the
proper use of the seats.

Education isthe most important
goal of the clinics—the misuse rate
of car seats inspected has been be-
tween 98 and 100 percent acrossthe
state.

“Two of themost commoningtal-
lation mistakes are the car seat not
secured tightly inthevehicleand the
harness strapsfitting too loosely on
thechild,” said Beth Warren, DPS
coordinator of occupant safety pro-
grams.

Thisistheprogram’ssecond year.
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Last year, troopers
checked 460 car sedts,
only 19 were installed
and/or used correctly.
Fundingfor theclinicsis
provided by a grant re-
ceived through the Texas
Department of Transpor- = %
tation. =
“Theindustry isstriv-
ing to make car seat in- BT
stallation aseasy aspossblewnhthe
new LATCH (Lower Anchors and
Tethersfor Children) system, but the
misuserateisgtill high,” Warrensaid.

Hereis alist of the scheduled
dinics

February 8: Pleasanton

March 8: Rockdale

March 28: Hempstead

March 29: Navasota
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April 5: Copperas Cove

April 11: Jefferson

April 12: Carthage

April 12: Childress

April 26: Snyder

May 17: Levelland

For moreinformation on a spe-
cificclinic, please contact Beth War-
ren at (512) 424-5639 or
Beth.Warren@txdps.state.tx.us.
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The following promotional
examinations have been sched-
uled for the week of Feb. 10, at
the DPSRegional offices.

Announcements for the ex-
aminations can be located in
Microsoft Outlook: Public Fold-
erAll Public Folders/Law En-
forcement Promotions.

M onday, February 10,
1:30p.m.
Captain, Driver License
Captain, Motor Vehicle Theft
Regional Supervisor, Police
Communicaions
Regional Supervisor, Vehicle
Inspection

Tuesday, February 11, 8a.m.
Captain, Capitol
Lieutenant, Driver License
Lieutenant, TexasRangers

Promotional examsset for February

Tuesday, February 11,

1:30p.m.
Lieutenant, Capitol
Lieutenant, Motor Vehicle
Theft
Lieutenant, Narcotics

Wednesday, February 12,
8a.m.
Lieutenant, Safety Educeation
Lieutenant, Aircraft
Sergeant, Highway Petrol

Wednesday, February 12,

1:30p.m.
Sergeant, Licenseand Weight

Sergeant, TexasRangers

Thursday, February 13,
8a.m.
Sergeant, Driver License
Sergeant, Narcotics

Thursday, February 13,

1:30p.m.
Sergeant, Capitol
Sergeant, Motor Vehicle Theft
Supervisor, Police Communi-
caionsFacility

Application form HR-106
should be submitted to DPS
Human Resour ces by mail, e
mail or fax by 5:00 p.m., Fri-
day, January 24, 2003. A copy
should be submitted through
channelstotheappropriateser -
vicecommander.

DPS presentsrequest to 78th Legislature, continued from page 1

crimind activity involving fraudulent
and counterfeit documents. Thisunit
woulddsoidentify identity theftand
prevent selling or tampering with
documents.

- Adding CODIS (Combined
DNA Index System) and Crime
L aboratory employeesto increase
the number of casesthat DPS labs
acrossthe state can process.

- Adding funding that would
cover dl of DPS' scurrent operating
expenses. For the past severd years,
our actua operating costs exceeded
budgeted amounts.

- Fully funding the TexasRanger
Unsolved Crimeslnvedtigation Team
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that was created in thelast session
of theLegida
@& ture.
e
-
System to re-
place and au-

tomatethe current manual Accident
Recordssystem.

- Implementing athree-year re-
placement schedulefor theagency’s
computer equipment.

- Paying commissioned officers
incentivesfor earning certain educa
tional levels (associates, bachelors
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Imple-
menting anew
Crash Records
Information

and masters degrees) and
TCLEOSE certificates (Intermedi-
ate, Advanced and Masters).

- Building astate-of -the-art po-
licedrivingtrack at the Department’s
property in Florence. The track
would enablethe Department totrain
DPS officersinthe safe and proper
useof patrol vehiclesincritica Stu-
ations, at high speedsin a profes-
sond environment.

- Adding $7.5millionfor build-
ing construction.

- Adding Narcotics Serviceper-
sonnel to provideadequate controls
andtrainingfor oversght of 49 multi-
jurisdictiona drug task forces.
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